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*Official U.S. Government designation for 
Unidentified Flying Objects 
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-Editorial-

The UFOrum is the firct lJUbl. ~ .· 
Grand Rapids Flying Saucer Club ic~t~c~ of the 
as the Study Group on Inter1Jlan'tsornetiraes lcnoi·:n 
~t th 1 e ury Eel ~· 

.ti e ecture.s of Georr)'e J1 druaslr · R. <:i. i.J.ons . 
Buck Nelson' and Desmond Lei.slie ... i,', ic tl~lliaL1~on 

1 . ' .,e received ' near y 750 names of people r:ho e-rprc"" d 
-~ oSO ~,n 

interst in literature on the Flyinc Sau Q 

UFO subject. cer or 

. With t,he profit from those lectures and the 
donations of club meL1bers ne have inirchased 
good used ~1iweograph machine and hope. to be ;ble 
to suppmy all those interested v1ith as much lit­
erature as \"le can obtain from the various differ­
ent publications of the U.s: and abroad. cre hope 
to make it an interestin·g publication and r:ill 
mp.ke a nominal charge of 25¢ per copy to defray 
expenses and pos~ibly to help build up our treas-· 
ury so i;hat . we \"ilill be able to bring any lecturer 
of note to•::i.nterested.people in Grand'Ra:pids. 

. . ~ , ... 

"The broad-minded see the l~ernel of truth in 
all the warring faiths ••• the narrow-minded 
see only the differences. 11 -Confucius. 

On December 16, 1954, I r1as dubiously f_ortu­
nate to have observed a UFO in the skies over 
Apple Valley, near Victorville, California. 

I feel that I 'have had en0ugh experience 
·· · to with flying·, radar navigation and obser~ing 

qualify for reporting the following incadent 
with near accuracy. I am certain that the ~he-

. · "th d·mensions nom.ena was of a tangible nature wi 1 

that were real, though unbelievably so. . l 
The object \·ms cigar shaped, of extre~i~ y arY 

bri~ht silvery material.. It remained .sta ~on 
at an alt.itude of approximately 25,000 ~e~ 'from 
almost directly above the Apple Vall~y I~: :::;t 
about six o'clock.PH of the 16th until a-~0 bject 
noo~ of the follow~ng day. That ni~ht the 0 
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appeared.. ~s ~ reci.dish-oran·~.e glow' _but when the eltl 

sun .came. up in .the morning, the object became 
sil v.er~ ~-.. -. ~ t rras ~s.~:i,..~~ ~isil?l;.e 'Yi th th~ n~ed 
eye •. l observed it in the morninc Tiith ~ pair 
Qf 7 .x 50 binocu),.ars a~d vms able to make. o~t 
'qu.ite_ ~ bit. of t~e detail. T_id .. ~ .. pbjec,t mu§t 
have been about t\:1.0 .and. a hp.l~ ~i!ll~?. ,a,:;; lo.ng as 
a B-29. There were tno v1indm1s or ports at on·e· 
end near the bottom. It seemed. separated through 
th~ lenr;th. ni th- a ... sincle rov1 of bolts .. er small 
hol!= s. .. " · , 

There. \·:ere approxir:lately fifty peppl~ . who 
observed the same thing that. I di.d; _ aip_o~g th~m, 
were two d~puty sheriffs from Victorville, a 
medical doctor, th'e l'i1anager -of the Apple Valley 
Inn and_ most of its emplqyees,·and a~-least 
taeritj Guests at the Inn. : · · _ 

The ~uthorities u~re ~~peatedly called ~t. 
' ' ' ' . . .· - . '~.· . 

Georr;e Ai:t:_'base, nhic4 is just four miles from -~·· 
Victorsville. The only ans\·1er tlw.t could· be ob..~ 
tained at the time y1as. that they ha<l.plan~s .(jets) 
in t.he area ~nd wer~e investigatin3. They- assur.ed 
any_ cai~ers that it was not a v1eather balloon ar 
similar o1:Jject qut beyond that they \7ould say, - · 
nothing. The following day they denied.- th~ .who#.e 
incident and denied that any inquiries had even.: 
been made by all these people. · · 

In the early ·morning there .;:;ere jets .all over 
t~e place. 'one vapor trail was visible q.irect+y 
over·the object at ahout 35,000 feet~ .The jet_ 
vmsn' t visible ni th the' naked eye but c_ould :he 
seen with binoculars. The pilot of th.at jet 
couldn • t have avoided seeing th~ object.~. 
. ·one of the. _guests ·or· t].ie Inn took .some p,i~-

- f.'ures o·f the object \ifhich; I later learne<:l, .. were 
·taken from him_ by the ciut_hori ti.es~ · . 

- on· Fri'day ·the 17th, I .. r-~turned .to Los Angeles 
and ga:v_e· ·a {~~l ·account of_ the ex:per~ence. to Ur. 
·Paul· Coates o'f· the bIMOR-NE' !S. He immedia t~ly 
began ·to· che.ck -·my ··story -and verified ~verythinc; 
that I had told him. (EDITOR'S lTOTE 7. All those 
wishing additional information on this amazing 
sightin~ are ur~Pn to ~~tain a couy of Paul Coates 



· g in the Decer.1ber 21st, 1954 
lumn appearin . R N-:tt·rs ) co. . the Los Angeles HITIL101 -I J.'m, • 

edition ofl atisfaction that he was able to 
The on Y 5 · · · d ff· 

f t wo non-coramissione o icers who 
get was rom b 

. t d k owing about the reports, ut male the 
admit e n · · · t .c- th · . take of telling Iir. Coa es O.t · eir know-
bad lil.l.S • • d t ledge. They suddenly.were 1nc0Lllllun1ca o a the ._. 
Air Base.--H.T.G. frora 'Saucers'. ~ 

We are informed that France has 3 to 5 reported 
saucer landings every \·1eek and that the French 
Direction de la Surveilance du Terriroire (or 
French F.B.I.) admit that saucers do exist. 

The Grand Rapids Press, in a United Press 
release of November 21, 1955, carried an article 
which stated that science is on the verge of 
proving that other worlds exist in space beyond 
our solar system. 

Dr. Helen S. Hoeg of the .National Science 
Foundation was quoted as saying that at least 
two observatories are searchinG intensively for 
"gravitational proof 11 that nearer stars possess 
planets like our earth or the eicht others that 
rotate around our sun. 

The ~rticle continues that most modern astron­
omers are agreed that there must be millions or 
maybe even billions of life-bearing uorl.ds .similar 
to the earth. Dr. Hogg states that _atmospheric · 
turbulence limits v1hat rm can see from the earth, 
but with the development of space stations our 
science of astronomy will improve to the point 
where we may be able to even see these other worlds. 

Benjamin Adelman of the national capitol astron­
omers said that it Big~t be possible to see other 
worlds if i:.re can establish .an .obs.er~a tory on the 
moon. Dr. Donald llenzel of the Harvard observatory 
believes that life uay exist in millions of places 
in the universe and that it may be human or even 
superhuman. 
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Organized pt-oJeCts to prove "C!ie existence of 
nearb.y planetary systems ·a.re no·w. being· carried ou.t · 
at ·Sproul observatory' at S~;arthL.lore college and at 
Northwestern's Dearborn observatory. 

HGravitational proof'"' is thought by the editors 
of. UFOrum, -to, Llean that the observatories Ylill 
_gather evidence that the gravitational. fields of 
nearby ·stars are being influenced by·pla;net satel­
lit~s much as astroriomers first discovered that 
t_here nas a ninth planet belonging to the sun .long 
before they were able·to spot it in their telescopes. 
They v1ere sure that the planet Pluto must be there 
because of the effect that planet had on the gtavi­
tational fields of Jupiter, Uranus and Neptune. 

LIFE ON MARS, ASTRONot;BR DECLARES 
Plant Life Keeps Doun Red Dust 

· As for ~.Lars, one r10uld think that, with all of 
the hullabaloo about the 'Mars Project', sor.lething 
would have been determined by now. And perhaps it 
has. Dr. z.c. Slipher has been studying the mys­
terious 11Red Pl~net". for 50 years and. recently took 
20,000 color photographs .. of Nars fror..i .the astronom­
ical observatory at Bloemfontein, So.~th Africa. 
Last October 23rd, The National Geographic Society 
quoted the following statement_:;; __ S.l.ip.lle.r. llla.de regard­
ing his study: 

"Mars is alive. It has to be • • : • "If things 
did not grow there' changing.with the seasons' 'dust 
from the red deserts of Mars nould h~ve settled 
long ago over its entire face. The planet would 
be all one color ••. ~ There seems less than scant 
possibility that any animal life similar to ~arth's 
could. exist under 'Martian conditions." 

NARS IIBAH EAnTH SOON 

When Nar'.s ·is on the opposi;te side of the sky 
from the Sun on Se:ptedber 7, i956, the Earth al~~ 
ltfill be at the sa;_ie tiue but tvJO months beyond 1 5 

farthest ~oint in its orbit away from the sun too. 



Thus the tuo planets, on thA 7th, uill be but 
35,000,000 miles apart, or the closest they ever 
come to each other. To the avera:::;e observer Mars 
will ap]ear nearly as bricht as Ju~iter for about 
a week on either side of the date. To the astron­
omers it will be a bi,g day to settle the old "canal'' 
dispute which astronomers raad~ so much of years ago. 
To a~trologers it vill be a field day for dire pre­
dictions of disease, catastrophe, depression, and 
goodness knows what all, \7hich they attribute to 
this dire planet, and no doubt more than one report 
will be heard of visits from ?1ars men he!'e t:1at 
day, in their nev1est model flying saucers. They 
may be three days late honever, as most notices 
of this "opposition" will carry it as Se:;_Jt. 10th. 

SEISMOLOGIST S:GES MANY '56 QUAKES 

Faenza, Italy~(AP)--Italian SeismoloGist Raphael 
Berndandi, director of the geophysical observatory 
here, says l956 is going to be a bad year for earth­
quakes, vii th September the vrnrst month. 

His month-by-month predictions: January-Lii;ht 
quakes in Japan; February-Strong earth shocks.-:i:n 
Siberia; March-Strong quakes in the Phillipines; 
April-Quakes in Greece and I-iorrcco; Hay-Vast 
damage from severe qu~:es over wide areas of the 
middle east; July~Violent quake in Central America; 
August-Earth shocks in California and along the 
Mexican-U~ited States_ border;· S'eptember.-Wide.spread 
and seve~~--q:uakes_in_ Japan, the middle east and 
South America; October-Much quake damage in the 
Andes; December-Strong shocks in the Kamchatka 
peninsula and the North Japanese island chain. 

When nature's many mysterious activities are 
understood, man is able to conquer the so-called 
ttevil influences" v1hich beset his uath in life. 

-Rev. Ge~rGe Banning. 
-6-
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"SAUCERS" SPOTTED BY ::1ADATI NEAR WASHIHGTON 
Washinston~(AP)--The airforce investigated re­
ports Tuesday that several "flying saucers" had 
been spotted by radar virtually in its own back 
yard on the outskirts of the nation's capital. 

Not only were unidentified objects se~n on 
radar~indicating actual substance instead of 
mere light-but two airline pilots and a news­
man sav1 eerie lit;hts fittiilg the general de­
scription of flying saucers the same rii8ht. 

~Thorough Investigation~ 

Officials could not_itlLlediately agree on 
whether this was the first time radar has 
picked up flying saucers. So~e said it r1as. 
All agreed it was unusual. 

The objects also were different from th~ 
average reported saucer in that they traveled 
at a relatively slow speed, as well as later 
disclosing the customary burst that far out­
speeds norhlal airplanes. 

One~ t·hing was certain: A thorough investesti­
ga tion is being wade by the air technical intel­
ligence center, Wrigbt:--Patterson airforce base, 
Dayton, Ohio, r1hich has been set up to look into 
flying saucer reports. 

Such report-s, officials had said earlier Mon­
day, are cowing in faster than at any ti2e since 
the initial flood of them in 1947.. The ·current 
average is about 100 sizhtings a month. 

-100.hiles an Hour--
The flying saucers over the capital were re­

ported late Honday about 36 hours after the 
incident actually occured. 

This is the story as ~ieced together from 
airforce reports, persons involved and other 
sources: 

An operator at the air traffic control center 
at Uashington Nationsl airport, across the 
Poto:~1ac from the capital, spotted ei::;ht uniden­
tified images, on one of his radars~the area sur­
veillance scope, with a range of possibly 70 miles. 
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The images ware slo\1-moving, going probably 
100 to 130 miles an hour. And they v1ere flying 
in the· vicinity.of nearby Andrews airfare base.· 

Th~ control ~~nter, ope~ated by the civil 
aeronautics administratioh~·notified the airforce 
and also aSl\:ed planes in the air if they could 
see anything. 

That was about midnight: Ca.pt. S.C. (Casey) 
Pierman·of Detroit, pilqting Capital airlines 
flight _807, southbound from I~ational airport, 
soon reported seeing seven objects betueen 
Was~~ngton and Nart~nsburg, W. Va. He said 
they changed pace, sometines moving at tremen­
dous speed, at other t~mes hanging almost mo-
tionless. · 

-Like Falling Sta-rs-
He described the objects as "like fallin~ 

stars without tails,"·but added, :i1n my years 
of flying I've seen a lot of .falling or shooting 
stars but these were iJ<Uch. faster. They c ouldn' t 
have been aircraft. They we.re moving too fa~t 
for that. They ·were about the same size as the 
brighter stars, and were much higher th n our 
6,000-foot altitude." 

Ano'ther·airliner; Capital-National airlines 
flight 610~ al$o reported seeing a light fol:­
lowing it from.He~ndon, Va., to within four 
miles of Washington. · 

-Newsman Reports, Too-: .. -· 
Saul Pett, an As.sociated Press ne\:rsman, said 

he saw a i
1flying .-saucer;' that sa:c1e night· near 

his home at River Edge, N.J., outside of Nen 
York. He said· the weather was clear and calm, 
and what he sa,•r wasn't an optical illusion...:...it 
was orange-colored, l'."Ound, moved swiftly and 
soundlessly and he did not think it could have 
been a plane, ballo9n or meteor~ . 

The airforce did. no.t send .up interceptor 
ola~es nherr notified of the. Washingt6n objects. 
Jfficers explained this v1as because its own radar 
.. ad n.ot picked up the images, and because the 
""Ound-the-clock observer oueration had not sent 
·Ut any warnings. _p_ • G'R Pres~ ?-?.2-S? 

Alli. ,.. 
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Iv!AHY INCID2l{TS have been brought to public 
attention within the last few weeks. The flying 
what-nots are always luminous by day or night. 
They are described as saucers, mushrooms, cigars~ 

barrels, b.ananas, spheres, and chamber pots. Th~: 
pilots vary in size as well as wardrobe, ranging 
in size from dwarfs to giants. In all cases, th' 
visitors have been pictured as mannerly but timic: 
In several cases the use of harmless weapons has · 
been reported-in several others the intruders 
have shown an interest in collecting vegetable 
and mineral specimens near at hend. 

The scientists have come up with plenty of 
explanations. A report from Russia that the· past 
summer has been unusually hot on Mars has led to 
the journalistic deduction that the Martians are 
coming over for a breath of fresh air. The summe: 
in Western Europe has been anything but hot. In 
Africa, the vice-president of the Astronomic Asso­
ciation of Nairobi suggests that Mars is conduct­
ing a geographic survey of the Earth, concentrated 
presently on Europe and Africa. Professor ~ePman 
Oberth, the German scientist i.1ho designed the V-2, 
has a theory that the unearthly visitors are real­
ly intelligent plants called "Uranides," millions 
of years more advanced than human beings. The 
politicians are also getting into the act: In 
Franc~ Jean .. Nocher, Gaullist deputy from the Loire 
District, has formally· demanded an investigation 
by the Secretary for Air. 

All of which, probably, proves very little. 
Except that people in Europe today have more seri­
ous things to worry about than rearming the German. 

-Saucers. 

ALL SAUC$TI SIGHTINGS or EXPERIEHCES are WELCOME 
UFOrum is designed to be just that, an open.forum 
for eve~yone who is interested in the discussion 
and dissemination of saucer information. Any­
thing that anyone wishes to contribute is welcome. 
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COhivlUNICATION r1ith UFOs. 

It is, we believe, the ·usual ·desire of most 
·people inter~sted irt the UFO to a:ttempt to 
_establish contact with them: in·· so.r'.1e Lianne!" or 
other. If they are manne~ by.an intelligent· 
or super-intellig~nt~r~c~"fro~·outer-~pace arid 
are really here for bonifide reasons, why 
shouldn't they want to contact ··us. 

_. Fi~st, let us elimihate: the pos~ibility 
that they do no:b want to coru.municate iivith us 
or do not have the means td con~unicate 0ith 
\ls,.·because it :j_s a ·:?ossibil:j_ty thctt· n1ust be 
considered. 

·~ · Perhaps it. is a matter similar to the recent 
-case of·· the. five missionaries who 1:Jetit ;far into 

.. -the Columbian jungle ;to try to establish contact 
with ·the.nativ~s. For tomparisoh;·let· the mi~-

:· sion~ries.represent space ruen an~ the ignb~arit 
natives .. the human race. This is only· conjecture, 
but supposing thei did co~e her~ and could hot 
bridge the men'tal gap betv1een they ·and we sttipid 

~' · hu;,1ans• Or ·perhaps they made an· initial ·contact 
- as. the missionarie$ --did ·but after a :fe1.·: of them 

we.re· needlessiy slaughtered, ·they, became "gun..:.sn.y." 
Humans fear things they cannot u:nd~rstand and · 
when ·one fears soi;:ething, or1e "is ·apt to· strike 
out at j.:t. If a~·ter first bein._) discouraged by 
our hostile actions, the space-raen still deem~d 
us worth-while l1elping and . did not -leave us te 

. our atomic fate t · thq :next st.ep would seEfoi ·to be 
to ·,i.;iet .up. soL.1e sort ·of communica·tion with earth, 
r1here ·they could still remain outside .the ra~nge 
of our spears (deer-rifles and fi0hter planes) but 
reduce our fears and .in. the end help us.- - · ... - · · 

.... ·.The next qu.e-stion. seer11s to ·:.be what met·hod <?f ' -
commu-ni.ca:tion ahoul'd: be ·used •. ,:·, - · · ·· · 

Many have tried ·E.SF ·or telepathy·, .. auto1na-tic 
i.'1ri ting,. -clairvoyance\" ouija' boards," etc. · T'h:i's 
is an unlimited fiel-d and one thart' ·.gives promi-se 
of great 'things in 'the. future wlien we~'. und'er'sfil'i-ld 
more about the 'radio -set' we carry around on our 
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shoulders, but t~er~ has been rouch confusion 
Causied by the unreliable or fraudulent co· . . · rnmun-
ication? • Often th~ people involved are not 
p:urposely :;_Jerpetrating a hoax but due to a lack 
of understanding the result is the same. 

. ; I~ia~y mediums who never heard of a space-man 
ten ye~rs ago, but succeeded in contacting our 
late la~ented Aunt Suzy (God rest her soul), have· 
surprisingly high batting averages when they at~ 
tempt to contact outer-space. 

If we attempt to communicate. by a 111eans which 
is acceptable to the scientists and objective 
sceptics, (and after all these are the people we 
are trying to educate) we must turn to radio 
communication. 

It has been decided by sofae of the members of 
the local flying saucer club to attempt to com­
municate gith the UFO by means of light beams. 
It is apparently illegal,.ac~ord~ng to the Federa~ 
Communica tic•ns Commission., to~ co1nmunica te from 
the lJ .S, to any unlicense~ ra~dio : OJ,:>erator, but 
there seems to be no regulat~on involving the use 
of light beams, specifically ~nfra-red.purposes 
of communication. 

The difference betwe~h Infra~R~d, Radar, and 
Radio is sir.1ply one of frequency.. They are each 
a part of the electro-magnetic spectrum. 

"Ric 11 rlilliari.lson of Prescott, Arizona, who 
lectured here last year, and 3ohn Otto of Chicago, 
are tr10 pioneers of light.-beam communication. 

You r.lay be interested in reading:-

The Lomokofi,e Papers · '.'Jouk py Herman 

In the February 17,'56 issue ·of Collier's. 
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